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Executive Summary 

 
1.1 This proposal has been developed in response to local representation received 

and subsequent Township approval for scheme development. 
 

1.2 The proposal has sought to enhance highway operational safety through 
improving the management of carriageway parking and through better protection 
of sight lines (for both drivers and pedestrians crossing) at key locations along 
Archer Park, Sunny Brow Road, Harold Street, Cross Street and Aspell Close. 
 

1.3 Site investigations have confirmed that operational width (of both carriageway 
and footway) and visibility can be compromised by carriageway parking with the 
absence of restrictions at junctions. 
 

1.4 The approved scheme was advertised through a Notice of Intent posted between 
24th February and 17th March 2022.  Two objections were received formally 
during this period with additional late objection received citing consistent issues.   
 

1.5 This report provides due consideration of the objections formally received with 
minor localised amendment presented for Township consideration and decision. 

 
Recommendation 

 
1.6 Committee should consider whether the Traffic Regulation Order, (Borough of 

Rochdale, ((Civil Enforcement of Traffic Contraventions) (Various Streets) 
(Middleton Township) Order 2008) (Amendment) (No. 75) Order 2022, be 
implemented as advertised, or be amended in light of the objections received.  

 
1.7 Although the advertised scheme (included as Appendix B to this report) accords 

and satisfies the requirements of the commissioning brief, Highways have 
prepared for decision an amended design option (included as Appendix A to 
this report) in light of the specific objections received.  This amendment retains 
most of the original proposal with just a localised reduction in extent of restriction 
along the northern side of Sunny Brow Road into Archer Park. 
 
 
 
 



Reason for Recommendation 
 

1.8 Extracted from advertised Statement of Reasons:  
“The proposed scheme seeks to enhance highway operational safety through 
improved control of parking and through the greater protection of sight lines at 
junctions and localised sections of Archer Park, Sunny Brow Road, Harold Street, 
Cross Street and Aspell Close. 
 

Further to local representation, site investigations have confirmed operational 
width (of both carriageway and footway) and visibility to be compromised through 
the occurrence of indiscriminate and obstructive parking. 
 

To protect highway width therefore at a number of key locations, including 
junctions, it is proposed to expand Prohibition of Waiting restrictions already 
operational along the southern side of Sefton Street and Cross Street. 
 

It is considered that any kerbside parking displaced can be more appropriately 
accommodated elsewhere in the locality. 
 

The proposals will enhance road safety for all users of the subject routes. 
 

Reduced extents and/or hours of ‘No Waiting’ would not provide the level of 
protection sought by the commissioning brief.” 

 
1.9 Two formal objections of a reasonably consistent nature were received during 

public advertisement and these are included as Appendix D to this report. 
 

1.10 The following section provides Highways interpretation and response to the key 
issues raised, supporting development of an amended reduced restriction 
scheme presented herein for Committee consideration and decision. 

 
Key Points for Consideration 

 
 Key Issue(s) Raised Highways Response 

4.1 Complaints regarding the 
lack of personal notification 
received by resident(s). 

The proposals were formally displayed in accordance 
with the Council’s standard procedures and statutory 
responsibility to advertise in a local newspaper and 
through the attachment of Legal Notices to street 
lighting columns across the subject area.  This was 
duly undertaken between 24th February and 17th 
March 2022, including advertisement in the Heywood 
& Middleton Guardian newspaper. 

4.2 Long-standing resident 
suggestion that there are 
no known issues with either 
parking or road safety in 
the area of Sunny Brow 
Road where it meets Archer 
Park.  

The brief and proposals as advertised include 
relatively standard junction protection as used widely 
across the borough.  The proposal was developed to 
mitigate the potential for indiscriminate parking to 
impact road safety for pedestrians and drivers.  This 
has been balanced with the need to maintain access 
and amenity for local residents and visitors. 

 

  



4.3 Proposals will increase 
access and loading difficulty 
with potential safety 
concerns associated with 
displaced parking.  
Displacement of parking will 
increase congestion and 
risk of animosity amongst 
neighbours. 

In accordance with appropriate traffic regulations, the 
proposals will not prevent legitimate (limited period) 
loading subject to vehicles not causing obstruction. 
In response to this objection, Highways have 
developed an alternative scheme (included as 
Appendix A to this report) with a shorter section of 
restriction proposed along the northern side of Sunny 
Brow Road (extending 8 metres rather than 22 metres 
east of its junction with Harold Street).  This proposal 
will still provide junction protection as intended whilst 
better meeting local amenity.  

4.4 Difficulties reported in 
vehicles (particularly those 
of a larger size) attempting 
to access and egress 
Harold Street at Sunny 
Brow Road due to parking 
at the junction.  Resident 
request for reduced 
restriction around Sunny 
Brow Road corner albeit 
with a lengthened restriction 
along the eastern side of 
Harold Street. 

The proposal as advertised with restrictions along 
each side of the Harold Street junction will displace 
indiscriminate obstructive parking from the junction 
and greatly improve sight lines and safety for turning 
traffic and crossing pedestrians.   
The proposal includes the Council’s higher 15 metre 
standard for Howard Street and Highways consider 
this to be more than sufficient to meet the needs of 
users and requirements of the brief.   
Any increase in provision would legally require re-
advertisement with increased timescales and cost 
that would need to be met by Township.  

 
 

Costs and Budget Summary 
 

1.11 The cost of the proposed Traffic Regulation Order and associated highway works 
was estimated to be in the order of £4,500 with Township approval for funding 
previously confirmed. 
 

1.12 Committee should note that the proposed amendment will require further Legal 
approval with additional costs for re-advertisement to be met by Township. 

 
Risk and Policy Implications 

 
1.13 The scheme is promoted and recommended as part of the Council’s statutory 

responsibility to ensure that its highways operates safely and efficiently for all 
road users.  
 

Consultation 
 

1.14 Consultation, required by the Local Authorities’ Traffic Orders (Procedure) 
(England and Wales) Regulations 1996, has taken place. 
 

1.15 Consultation with relevant statutory bodies was undertaken in January 2022. 
 

1.16 A Notice of Intent was posted on-site and published in the local newspaper on 
24th February 2022 (included as Appendix C to this report). 

 
 
 



Background Papers 
 

1.17 Not applicable. 
 
 
 
For Further Information Contact: Darren McCrohan 

01706 924518  
darren.mccrohan@rochdale.gov.uk 



APPENDIX A – AMENDED Scheme Plan 

 





 

APPENDIX B – ADVERTISED Scheme Plan 

 





APPENDIX C – Notice of Intent 

 

 

  



APPENDIX D – Objection(s) as Received 

Objection 1 
Sent: 07 March 2022 11:00 
To: Traffic Orders <traffic.orders@rochdale.gov.uk> 
Subject: Double yellow lines notice 
 
 
Dear Asif Ibrahim 
 
I write with reference to the proposal to install double yellow lines outside the properties 2 
- 8 Sunny Brow Road, of which I became aware of through my neighbour and of which 
there was no notice to myself personally from yourselves. 
 
After reviewing the proposal I have a number of objections and concerns. 
 
I have been the homeowner at number 4 Sunny Brow Road and have lived in the property 
for almost 18 years, during which time I have not been aware of or been made aware of 
any issues with parking or road safety in the area. The roads are not through roads and 
serve local residents only. With the current speed limits in place, I do not feel that the local 
roads, in particular the corner of Archer Park and Sunny Brow, should be difficult to 
navigate or pose any road safety issues. This is an extremely quiet area with hardly any 
traffic at all throughout the day. 
 
As a self employed single mother of a 4 year old it is imperative that I have the ability to 
park close to my home. Attempting to transfer food shopping along with my son, and his 
school bags, sports bags and work equipment in and out of the house and into the car will 
be exponentially more difficult and cause safety issues for myself and my family. 
 
As a prop buyer for photographic shoots, my work involves storing and transferring 
sometimes heavy and bulky items, like sets of drawers, rugs, lamps and bags full of items 
to be used for shoots in and out of my vehicle and any parking restrictions will have a 
serious negative impact on my ability to work and earn a living. 
 
The suggestion that we could appropriately accommodate our vehicles elsewhere in the 
locality is simply not going to solve any issues and just create another bigger problem in 
the local area. I am not aware of any information detailing exactly where parking of 
vehicles should be transferred to or any research showing the direct impact this will have. 
 
I am also not aware of any discussions or open forum within the community where 
residents in the wider area that will also be impacted by the transfer of parking have been 
consulted. As far as I can see it would only increase congestion in the area and have a 
serious risk of causing animosity with neighbours whose houses we might have to park 
outside as an alternative, with a large risk of creating a serious negative impact on our 
lives and mental wellbeing and impacting our relationships and goodwill with our 
neighbours and the wider community. 
 
I would be very happy to discuss this further on the telephone or to arrange a meeting in 
person on site. 
 
Yours sincerely 

  



 
Objection 2 
Sent: 17 March 2022 15:52 
To: Traffic Orders <traffic.orders@rochdale.gov.uk> 
Subject: Parking restrictions Archer park Middleton H60/1355 
 
 
Dear Mr. Asif Ibrahim, 
 
I am writing to you regarding the proposed parking restrictions in the Archer Park area of 
Middleton  (Yellow lines) as  outlined in your plan. 
 
Of particular concern personally, are the proposed restrictions on the outside bend (North 
side, n(iii)) of Sunnybrow road (at M24 4AX) and Harold st (east side). 
 
The area of interest (Archer park) has no through traffic and the only time there is any real 
traffic is during school times for about 15mins morning and afternoon. 
 
Ironically the amount of traffic causes such slow movement that  the likelihood of and  
accident is extremely low. I have not seen or been aware of any in the near 20 years I 
have lived here. 
 
The problem I DO see on a weekly basis is large vehicles trying to enter and exit 
HAROLD ST which is very narrow, the problem exacerbated by vehicles parked on the 
south side of Sunny Brow Rd FACING Harold St. and also two large vehicles being 
constantly parked on the east side of Harold St. Just do google maps street view and see  
for yourself! 
 
Ask the waste removal contractors! 
 
I would like to see the following amendments to the proposed changes  which I am sure 
will still meet the council’s aims without causing problems to the local residents; 
 
-The restriction dimension of 22m changed to 8m on the north side of Sunny Brow Rd.  
Which will still enable parking for local  residents  (AND  within sight of our properties…my 
car has been vandalized 4 times since I  have  been here and ALWAYS when I parked it  
further down the road, line of sight issues).  Cars can easily pass even the bin lorry on the 
bend providing no one is parked on the inside corner with cars parked on the outside 
corner. 
 
-The 15m restriction running north and the east side of Harold St. changed to around 20m. 
 
All other proposals shown on the plan I have no particular issues with. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you. I would be totally happy for you to call me or meet in 
person to discuss this. 
 
Yours sincerely 


